CHAPTER IX.

BCCLESIASTICAL—CONGREGATION AL CHURCH AND CONGRE-
GATIONAL SOCIETY IN WAITSFIELD, 1796-1830.

On June 27,1796, & Congregational Cl.mrc.h was gathered
in Waitsfield, the first church of any denomination 10 be orgrle;,n-
ized within the present confines of Washington. County. ‘ he;
religious life of this community deveio‘ped with except1:na
rapidity and strength. At the first meeting held fo::‘ the organ-
ization of the town a committee was chose’an to “Lay out 3
Meeting Hous Spoat and Other Public Yard,” and at the secon
town meeting held on July 28, 1794, John Bar.nard, Benjamin
Wait and William Joiner were chosen a committee tov procure
a preacher, and it was voted to “‘raise twelve pounds in wheat

¢ for preaching.”
* paIi f:leeg occasiogn no surprise to find the State and Church
so clogely interwoven, for under the Act of October .18, 1787,1 a
majority of the inhabitants of a town could organize for the
he gospel and assess taxes for the purpose upom

support of t : ]
allp?egal voters unless an elaborate certificate of dissent were

filed, and it was.not until the passage of the Act of Oc;colzgr
e, 1797, that voluntary associations for the support 0_1 1:he.
gogpel were recognized. Thus it comes abF;ut that until the
organization of a Congregational Society 111_1800 the tov.vri
records are the source of information concerning -the ma.-te:na.
side of divine worship, and the Church as a distinct religious

organization deals only with matters purely ecclesiastical.

igious- i he Sapbath were commenced as
Religious services upon ine

early as 1793, under the leadership of John Barnard, ks deaco_n
in the Shelburne Church, from which he came. It 1s_ce.rta13
_that there was some preaching during the year 1794, ﬁ}rms‘r}e
doubtless by itinerant missionaries, for at, the March mee;mg
in 1795 the town voted that the last year's tax be reduce ) 50t
as 1o “no more than pay for what preaching they had the las
year,” and the tax for the ensuing year was reduced 1o 0k
in wheat at 4¢. per bushel.
Paya?:ehlat ;)Veen a suljjecf of much speculation as to ?Nhe.re. thtz
early church services were held, but a careful examination ©
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the records leads to the conclusion that the first were at General
Wait's house or barn. A change was apparently made in August,
1795, as we find it recorded that, “it was moved and seconded
to see if General Wait's be a place for holding meetings on
Sunday-—past in the negative.,” In the following March, how-
ever, it was voted ‘‘that the.meefings on Sunday shall be held
as nigh the centre as possible,” and ‘“voted and agreed that
Benjamin Wait’s barn be the place for holding of meetings on
Sunday.” _ : '
_ The place of meeting continued to be a matter of con-
. troversy. In 1797 it was fixed at William Palmer’s house, and
in September, 1797, at the request of Framcis Dana, it was
voted to return to General Wait'sbarn.  In that year an attempt
as made to join with the Northeast School District in building
a dombination meeting-house and school-house on the Common,
e district withdrew and the town later repudiated its
with Salah Smith and refused to pay him for the frame
"Cted..-': SR '_ s -
record of the church organization reads:
Wattsfield, 27th of June, 1796, This day a Church of
nibodied in’ this town by the Rev. Mr. Ebenczer
f Jericho, on the following confession of faith and

Bissell Phelps
Daniel Wilder
Eli Skinner
Daniel Taylor
Samuel Bayley

The following united afterward:”

- Jerusha Joiner "~ Abigail Rider

n-Barnard was moderator of the meeting, and Bissell

clerk,

articlés of practice were adopted, the church voting to

e Bible for our rule.” - Indeed it was not until October
I‘_la;j:'_t:he ‘rules for procedure in discipline, necessary

: ge“d_ii_n_'_those days, were adopted.

e ;'-thle“period that we have been considering

ttleq_ pastor, and church services were conducted

ents administered only by the itinerant preacher
ome neighboring church. The names of many

“ Hzekiel Hawley
‘Jared Skinner
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of these men are NoOw lost, but among them were Rev. Ebenezer
Kingsbury, of the church in Jericho already referred to; Rev.
Martin Tullar, of Royalton, a brother-in-law of William Joiner;
Rev. Elijah Lyman, of Brookfield, and Rev. Jedediah Bushnel,
a brother of Doud Bushnell,and who was for a time a missionary,
and was later seitled for many years over the church in Corn-
wall, Vi. In the winter of 17g9-1800 he spent several weeks
in Waitsfield, and through his quccessful preaching the member-
ship of the church was doubled. FEncouraged by this increase
in numbers, the Church was led to make provision for the support
of a settled pastor. Hence it was deemed advisable to form a
society in accordance with the statute, under whose auspices
the services of the Congregational Church might be conducted,
and on September 27, 1800, the Congregational Society of the
Town of Waitsfield was organized, and has sirice that date had
charge of financial matters connected with Congregational
worship in the town, strictly religious matters being still in
the control of the Church and both organizations uniting in a
call 1o a pastor. B
The warning for the meeting referred to called upon the
[nhabitants of Waitsfield to meet at the house of Ezra Wait
on the date named and the society was organized by the election
of the following officers: .

‘Benjamin Wait, jr., Clerk.

‘Col. Elias Taylor, Treagurer.
Jared Skinner
Levi Wilder ); Assessors.
Samuel Bayley
Phineas Rider, Collector.

ohn Barnard

Salah Smith -
Simeon Stoddard

The Act of October 18, 1787, Was repealed by the legislature

of 1797. The Act of October 26, 1797, 10 which ocgasional
fter be made, recognized and permitted
of gocial

7;Committee of the Society.

reference will herea
voluniary associations of persons for the majntenance

‘and public worship, hut the freedom in the exercise of religious .

beliefs thus secured by the first section of the act was in large

measure nullified by following sections, which provided that

whenever any number, exceeding twenty-five, of the inhabitants

of a town, being of a similar sect, should think themselves able
to build a church, a meeting should be calied by the town elerk,
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gt which t'he inhabitants of the town might organize themsel
into a society for the support of the gospel, to be gove:rmedv'eS
all ma..tters by a majority vote, except that in the determinati -
.of a site for a meeting-house, the hiring or settlement of a ml'on
ister, arfd the levying of a tax for the support of services an
aﬁirmatxve vote of two-thirds of those present was re u', a;
with further provision that there must be a minitmum affi ative
vote of 25. Furthermore, every legal voter was assumetim: tl‘:)re
of ?he religious opinion and hence subject to the taxe fo he
soc1et3.7, unless before or at the time of its organization he feo : ,
a certificate signed by a minister, deacon, elder modP; aien «
cl‘erk of the sect or denomination to which he bel'on ed rh ing
him to actually be of a different religious opiniogn' asn((ijwmg
person a.fterwards moving into a town was so bound' unl alll)y
filed a similar certificate within a year, such certifi & be
recorded on the town records. J cates to be
. This .Act, it is apparent, gave great advantage to the fi
gociety W1'thin a town to organize under its"provisions =
Few if any certificates of dissenters provided fo-r in th
Act ._of 1797 are found in the Waitsfield records, but th .
provisions of the statute provoked much opposition ,throu hese
-+ the state, on the ground that they violated the Bill of Rgf 1(1): ;
; Conse‘,qt.tently the legislature of 18cr passed an amendﬁl -
p.ermlttmg any inhabitant to diszent by filing for record at :ﬁt
. txmel ‘oIf zhe meeting a declaration in following form: ’
5 o not agree in religi ini i jori '
: f_he inhabitants ofg this to:vi%mus opinion with & majerity of
0" There was a further provision that any person once
I_l;l&ﬂ_lber of the dominant society could thereafter dissent .
paying up back taxes. e
-,-i-seg‘t;nd:; ]:ecefsaw to conduct.the affairs of the society were
e ;;1 max bevxed by the society assessors upon the taxable
'té- L embers. The first a.sseSSment {1801) was at the
Iﬁouﬁting toc%r;tsé six and % mills, on each dollar of a list
e 383.95. ‘The sum so raised was sufficient to
1y the salary of the minister, amounting to $166.66, and leav
orlc;.ng balance of 5g cents in the treasury. o e
_ea}?e;}\izdth(;f fra.1smg funds continued for more than
reésing s the | ogma.tlon ,of. other religious societies and
> 'ffbr th- ‘ udgfat rapidly increased the burden of
o ose who remained, and in 1843, when Rev. Calvin
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] d
Selden became acting pastor, taxahon was abandoned, an

Funds e sings been 168 1 YOREY B e s

ey, William Salisbury, a natl . ,
(bon’-f Tpil 6, 1775) and 2 graduate of Harvai‘i Cfllriiztzgnﬂ;i
‘clags of 1795, Was preaching in the tovvn-at the Ot aton o
the Society, and on November 10, 1800, it Was vol;1 ! 0(1);1 By
him on ‘‘probation, for a ﬁme.". On_]une 3 13.01,the Charet
asked Mr. Salisbury “t0 settle in this s'ocmty in ok
the ministry,” and on July 31, the Society CONCUTTEC in e
action by an almost unanimous vote. .The following propos
were drafted and presented to Mr. Salisbury:

i i i No. 112 Drawn
o the Society give Mr. Salisbury Lott : a1
1 theTl\}ﬁ:‘lis:leer Rightyin Waifsfield on Condlltlonlof il;ls S?:;;H;%
o'th us in the work of the Ministry, and likewise Ce ’f n of
O Fundred and Sixty-six Dollars and Sixty-six Len Sl 2
o for the first year, And afterwards to Increase yearly
Sanaéy 4 List of Said Society chall Increase, untill the sam
the rax}C to Two Hundred and Sixty-six dollars and SlXt);—SlX
ammounhi(:h is 4o be his stated yearly Salary forever thereatfﬁ;.
(ig&saﬂt his salary be paid One—halfdm Money a%% ;E:f OR yer
i following articles of Produce, vizi W , ,
?ﬁgialxrll (%11;, Flax, Butter, Cheese, Beef and Pork.

The candidate requested certain amendmentls, chifef oél W}E:i
i e

b in 1 f one hundred dollars of his salary for

was e clea i ten acres of land, but all these requests

the Society clear him
z:e:}i refused ay,lthough a leave of absence for four Sabbaths a

' isit his Friends.”
e ’F;ls ggfrﬁ?ﬁof tgr;::tion convened ab the house of ]gmes
Teaton on October 6, 1801, and credentials.of the cand1de;;e
sented from the Plymouth Associatxonl and from his
Weff prflev Bzra Weld. Public services, at which the sermon
Eva:sog;eachéd by Rev. Elijah Lyman of Brookfleld, were held

on the Common, and were in charge of Salah Smith, Eéias
1’;‘I;,ylor Benjarin Wait, jr., James Heaton and Phineas Rider,

who were chosen & committee to ‘'see that suitable t];;:efaéftlgns
are made for ordination, and to preser?re order mzl : ; 1'—03;- e
A few days later articles of practice were adopte T e
first time, and it seems probable tl'la.t to an undtée i}?’;ness n

- of these may be ascribed the rapidly waning eliect
e I:;Stg)récember 23, 1801, deacons werc elected by the Church,
and ]Ehn Barnard and Moses Pick were chogen. From that
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day down to the writing of these lines (exactly 1oy years) there
has never ceased to be a Deacon Fisk in this church, of lineal
descent from its first deacon of the name.

From the earliest days Daniel Witherbee Wilder led the
singing in the church, and gave the key with an ancient pitch-
“pipe still in existence. The first organized effort for singing

came in February, 1803, when Mr. Wilder, with Jennison Jones
and David Phelps, were chosen & committee ‘‘to direct in sing-
ing.” The congregation had no books, and followed the leader
who “lined” .the psalm and pitched the tune for every lne.
Within a few years Mr. Wilder had “picked of” a tumne book,
and the members of the choir which he organized were allowed
- to copy this; then came John Burdick's bass vicl, which was
repleced after his death by one purchased in 1840 exp;essiy
for the church at a cost of $z23, and finally the church organ
appeared, as an aid to vocalists. After Mr. Wilder's term
Asaph Burdick was choir leader, and after 1829 there was a
singing master. Among those who have held the position may
- be named Park Taylor, eldest son of Rev. Preston Taylor, Mr.
Danielson, Ezra Osgood Joslin, N. L. Phillips, David Fiakeley,
James Stone, David M. Phelps, A. M. Batés, Richardson J.
- 'Gleagon and Charles Henry Newcomb, '
: As already noted, the place of holding meetings was from
“the first a source of frequent controversy. The Society at iis
second meeting, on November 1o, 1800, voted that the Common
was the proper location for a meeting-house. A year later it
-was voted to hold the meetings in Shubel Burdick's house,
and meetings were held either at his home or at the house of
‘John Burdick until May, 1802, when it was decided to move
“them to the house of Ezra Jones (near the Common) for a year.
In that year came the second unsuccessful attempt to build a
méeting-house. On January 1 the Scciety choge Benjamin
Wait, John Barnard, James Heaton, Samuel Bayley, Bissell
*helps, Moses Fisk and John Burdick as a committee to con-
“the matter, and on January 14 they reported in favor of
im_rqediate construction of a building g4 x 46 feet in size,
ey therefor to be raised by selling the pews. .This recom-
mendation was adopted, and Benjamin Wait, Phineas Rider,

}3atnard, Moses Fisk and Salah Smith were chosen to
an-accurate Draught (or plan) of said House.” About
L later John Burdick, Salah Smith and Moses Pisk were
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chosen a committee 1O sell the pew ground, and posted the

following: _
Notification. _

Those gentlemen who wish to become proprietors in the
Meeting House proposed to be built in this Town by purchasing
pews in said House are desired to call on us at the Dwelling
Tlouse of Mr, Bzra Wait in Waitsfield, on the 1gth day of March
Tnstant at Ten 0O’ Clock in the forenoon, at which time and place
we propose to open 2 vendue for the purpose of selling pews 10
those who please to become purchasers.

Waitsfield, March 1st, 1802.
Salalh Smith |
John Burdick }Committee of Sale. .
Moses Fisk :

Conditions of sale were in part announced as follows:

“It is our opinion that the Business cannot be prosecuted
with success unless one-fourth part of the pay be made in Cash
for the purpose of procuring Nails, Glass, and Rum for the
raising, ete. We conclude that another fourth part may be
paid in such Articles of Lumber as will be necessary for building,
to be delivered on the place of Building af such time of times
as shall hereaftes be expressed_—And as it appears probable that

some articles necessary to be had and likewise Workmen, may
be obtained for such pay as Neat Cattle and Wheat, we propose
that one-fourth part be paid in Neat Cattle, and the Remaining
fourth in Good Merchantable Wheat.”

Omne-half of the cagh payment was to be made by January
1, 1803, in order “ihat nails, glass, etc., may be procured and
brought or DY Sleighing,” but remaining payments were ap-
portioned over & period extending 10 January r, 1807

At the sale of pews conducted by Salah Smith as vendue
magter, & plan of a building 40 X §0 Was exhibited, and pews
were sold at prices ranging from $11r to $er Thirty-two
pews on the floor (there were 363 and twenty in the gallery,
were sold at an aggregate of $3872.

Benjamin Wait was the purchaser of no less than seven
pews, at a cost of $628. James Heaton, Shubel Burdick and
Levi Wilder were also heavy purchasers.

The controversy as to location would not down, however,
and the matter dragged. In December, 1803, the plans were
modified to provide for a building 40 X 44, with square roof,
posts 24 feet long, and & porch 16 feet square, the funds therefor
to be raised by a tax on the polls and list of the Sodiety, but

this was reconsidered Januvary 24, 1804.
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o I?uifcec%nglsj}iigo’,’ 1;501:5, it 1Was again voted to build & “House

;' but only after a cont i

N . ’ - TOVersy wh
; ;I;iilfjvfft;o fgrththh register his formal dissexft an(licgviiid
| C e Society, an act that he di : "
i Mr. (],;ha.ndler hecame pastor in 1810 © il ot rewract uatl

arly in 1806 a plan of buildi . .

: ing 40 X g4, with 24-foot
Ela:t i;llopted, and on Christmas Day of that year it4 WZZ xlrjc?tStg
L _ree E.roposed b.uﬂdmg be “forever under the control of tli
Mingr 23, 10?1&1 Society.” Bissell Fhelps, Moses Fisk Aaroe
Comm,iienmspin Jones, and Jared Skinner were chosen a :Duildinn
o ee. I‘gnds were to be raised if possible, by sale i
}) ;’ any deficiency to be raised by a tax on th,e pews Dd
1112nsn weore to be forthcoming in three annual payment:; a‘r?e
fak; g (;:tober 1, 180y, A formal vote as to location’ Wa-
t 1{n,l.am the Common chosen by a vote of 40 to 18 ’I‘wS
Ss;;; afir,tt)jn. January .8, 1807, the town voted to pen:nit thz

s v “to build a meeting-house on the spot of ground k
by the name of Weitsfield Common,” e

In order that the necessar . i
. y funds might become

available .through a sale of the pews, a numberin, cprom'Pﬂy
. was appointed, which reported as follows: B commitiee

Pews Numbered.

This may certif
] y that the Pews on the Pl i
%\)ieei’gillg Hox_a.s;: are Numbered in the followinganOrcc]’Lfe:V gltSﬁ?Id
an%i - 111:111% with No. 1, the second wall Pew east of the %mley,
end 1o ealsiliiggoufnfhwgh t‘lileASun to the Pulpit, thence go%ﬁ{
of the broa 1y from the Pul i '
;r;(itug I?n thf V}\:est side of the Broad Ally, therlx)é:‘: El%x:r};leoDotf,
el Bo(ge ;?e “:cs etl.}?ec;dihpews ar];d up on the east range oIf1 thz
: . 3 , e pew bet i
..akllx.;g ;mﬁy—three- Pews OIF the lngff;egoia  and the Puipit,
L C(r)lm etr gfﬁﬁlleﬁy Pews beginning with No. 1 at the North
gast borner of b ef ouse, and running south to the stairs thencé
Or. he est e from the stairs to the northwest Corne;" of the
House, and No. 13 west and 14 East in the front of the Gall
et 1(\?0 ervgs at t}l:e north end of the Seats, No. 15 oneggé
Satlery. . on the east side, making sixteen Pews in the

Waitsfield, July rgth, 180.7.

Bigsell Phelps )
%oses Fislk 1

aron Minor Cormimi
Jared Skinner mmittee.
Jennison Jones
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Vendues for the sale of pews were held on various dates
during the year 1807, and prices ranged from $63 down to
$15.2z8, the total amount realized from the sales being §2447.61.
Pew 18, next to the pulpit, was not sold, and by vote of Sep-
tember 18, 180¢, was reserved forever for the use of the min-
ister.* '

The building was commenced in 1807, but the work pro-
gressed slowly, and not until December 21, 180g, was the edifice
dedicated, with a sermon by Fev, Chester Wright, of Montpelier,
the Church being at that time without a pastor of its own. Not
until March 26, 1811, was the building committee, after showing
a balance of $13.25 and 7o lbs. white lead in their hands, settled
with and released from their bond of §soco to expend the funds
legally, although it iz certain that religious and town meetings
were held in the edifice as early as the spring of 1808. Un-
fortunately no picture of this meeting-house is extant except
a drawing from memory by one whose carly days were associated
with i, but the original plan of the pews is on record and herein
reproduced.

The exterior of this first House of God was plain and devoid

of paint except for the numerals “1805" in funereal black over
the door. There was no steeple, although in September, 1807,
the society gave permission to certain pew owners fo build one
14 feet square and 44 feet high “provided theéy make doors into
it.”" The eatrance was upon the southerly side, and, as one
entered the lobby, stairs continued up on either hand into the
gallery, where sat the young people, young men on the minister’s
right, young women on the left and singers in front. The pulpit,
which stood at the rear end, was considerably elevated, and was
reached by a flight of some 13 steps. Under the pulpit was the
seat ‘where the deacons sat at communion, or when the service
was in their hands. Attached to the rail of this seat were table
leaves which could be raised and braced to form the communion
table. The pews were high and straight, with spindle-work
around the top of all four sides. '

The building was unheated, and our grandmothers kept
their {oes from freezing with the old-fashioned foot stoves filled
with coals procured by the boys from neighboring firesides.
Indeed, it was not until November, 1829, that any move wasg

*For namen of origingl pew-holders in the First Congregational Meeting-house see
plans of the first fipor and gallery
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made to warm the house, subserd

parpese 1 ! plions being solicited for the

y:;r anfi tfor several years thereafter. On

» the society voted “to b he i

. . uy the pew of B}

E :;ic;zeldi{l_c;hardsop for the purpose of erecting a stove,” 1:11113
1L was, in a manner that afforded litile comfc;rt by -

1 SJ i g p 8 th p e e T t1t a -
avin lank acress e tO Of t 1
l a d sef 1 g long

Eorse sheds were built on t)
meet:mg—house and the old cemet
Jennison Jones, John Burdick an
to designate the site in September, 180y

. On October 24, 1807, the (General Aésembl
sp11:e‘ o.f Opposition from the establish
provigions of the Act of Qctober 26, 1
1801, except those of Section 1, whi
of the gospel through voluntar

e westerly side between the
€Ty, the town having elected
d Salah Smith as a cominittee

v of Vermont, in
ed societies, repealed ali the
797, and the amendments of
ch provided for the support
¥ associations, This compelled

- opening words:
“Whilst the hearts
-Salva.tm;l which bringeth glad tidings of

’iﬁén, and Kindleth into a flame of love "

To that agreement the fol

.. James Heaton
-~ Bdmund Rice

lowing names were signed:
Nathan Stowell

- Thomas Green Bth
" David Pheélps %’ lggélezgfn

Isazc Hawis
Daniel Taylor
oseph Wait
ira Win

Jonas Holden
Ma@thias 5. Jones
Christopher Bartlett
F: Richardson
Bissell Phelps
Elas Taylor
Simeon Steddard
Salah Smith
Jennison Jones
Daniel W, Wilder
Jobn Barnard
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Moses Fisk
Enos Wilder
Elijah Smith
Doud Bushnell
Aaron Minor
Samuel Barnard
Joseph Joslin
Salma Rider
James Joslin
Ezra Jones
James Heaton, jt.
Eli Skinner :

The first officers of the new association were Bzra Jones,
clerk; Alexander Phelps, treasurer; Elijah Smith, coliector;
Jennison Jones, John Burdick and Balzh Smith, assessors;
Jonas Holden, Bissell Phelps and Jokn Barnard, Prudential

v

El Abbott
Daniet Skinner
Jared Skinner
David Symonds
‘Joseph Wallis
Charles Skinner
William Chase
Tauke Joslin
Nathaniel Bartlett
Alexander Phelps
William Palmer

committee.
This short-Hved society was dissolved on May 8, 1809,

and on the same day “'The Congregational Society in Waits~
field” was organized with a constitution prepared by Rev. Mr.
Salisbury, Bissell Phelps, Tared Skinner, Salah Smith and Dea.
Moses Fisk, although Mr, Salisbury had been already dismissed
by a council held on January 3, 1809, which elected Rev, James
Hobart of Berlin standing moderator, in order that pastoral
leadership might remain unbroken. This procedure was clearly
an attempt to breath new life into the dry bones of a dying
church. The disturbance incident to the location of the meet-
ing-house, the irksomeness of the general tax for the suppott of
the ministry, and the lack of harmony between the departing
pastor and his flock had all contributed to a condition of things
which led the Council to “gympathize”’ with the Church in its
“present unhappy difficulties” and to express the wish: “‘May
you yet see good days.” .

The officers of this, the third society, were Salah Smith,
clerik; Eli Skinner, treasurer, Jokn Campbell, collector; Aaron
Phelps, Levi Wilder and Joseph Joslin, jr., assessors; Bissell
Phelps, Moses Fisk and Aaron Minor, committee.

On May 31, 1809, Mr. Salisbury being about to take his
departure, Dea. John Barnard was chosen moderator of
the Church, and on June & a meeting to which atl members of

the Society and all “female inhabitants” (the first recorded. -

meeting in which women participated) were invited to con-
sider ““the situation of the Town of Waitsfield in regard to its

ECCLESIASTICAL. it

pro.spects of Reinstating & preached gospel.” The need of united
fu:txon was clear and the committee of the Society 'was soon
instructed to procure preaching for the summer by ‘‘some well
recommended candidate.” Rev. Amariah Chandler fresh from
coliege and theological studies, was employed. ,

From t‘he beginning the wonderful influence of this stron
man made itself manifest. Forthwith dissension gave place ti
united effort and lack of interest became eager entbhusiasm In
Augu-st the committee was instructed to ask Mr. Chandl;er to
remain for an indefinite period, and on October 16 the Church
extt.a,nded to him a unanimous call, to become its pastor. Public
notices were posted inwviting all inhabitants of the.town to
attf‘:nd.a meeting of the Society on QOctober 31, and express
th_e.u- views. General Wait and other cld-time leaders renewed
their allegiance. The Society united with the Church in it
calt, ai}\c; voted to make the following proposition to Mr, Chandlers',
. “That we offer Mr. Chandler for a settlement . of
_ E:_ZE iI;IuIFl;‘c‘l;gdH]?liltlﬁzS& }3001’?; paiél in. three Annualtllljeaiyillz;tosf,
Two Hundred at the expiratigi gf ttnlflc? yee}:l}:";raatufél (?éeoﬁfmydial:i' '
: ?At Ehiheyipuanon of three years from the time of his ordinatioil
fon tho fire year, and o rice Ten Dollers each suoccods Salar
; , ! ars each succeedin
i?ﬁa :i& t’l';;c.rlx,n of Ten Years, and there to Rest as a yvearly %aE{:?;
- The offer was accepted, and a council called for the ordi-
ation to be held on Pebruary 6 and 7, 18ro. John Burdick
gr_l_mS_on Jones, Elias Taylor, Lewis Holden and Edmund Rice:
We}'ihthe corrfnittee-in charge, and instructed "“to Keep order
hat_-att da:y. So important was the occasion deemed to be
hat its m1nutes were entered upon the town records as well
pon the books of the religious society.

Rev. Amariah Chandler’s Credentials,
- Waitsfield, February 6, 1810
; ;iu?r?t ‘;TO ;Etf@ers missive from the Congregational Church
ot dn 3 aits ;leld, an Fclesiasticz] Council convened at
L éﬂjamicgl\;} (;téth day of February, 1810, at the house
e amn ¥ ait, for the purpoge of affording their assist-
‘ éid.5Churclmn of Mr. ' Amariah Chandler to the pastoral
ok Lyman LP Present from the Church in Broolfield
oh ymar éheailsgtor’ Brother Phinehas Kellogg, delegate"
ereh i She 11:1rne (Mass.) Brother Bzra Fisk, delegate:
¢h in Berlin Rev. James Hobart, Pastor, Brother,




HISTORY OF WAITSFIELD.

112

Levi Hills, delegate; from the Church in Williamstown Rev.
Nathan Waldo, Pastor; from the Church in Braintree Rev.
Ammi Nichols, Pastor, Deacon Samuel Bass, delegate; from
the church in Montpelier Rev. Chester Wright, Pastor, Brother
Amasa Browrn, delegate.
The Rev., Elijah Lyman was chosen Moderator, and the
Rev. Chester Wright Scribe.  The Council then united in an
address to the Throne of Grace, by the Moderator. The Rev.
Jonathan Hovey, jate Pastor of the Church in Waterbury, &
the Rev. Jonathan Hovey, Jun., Pastor of the Church in Wey-
bridge, being providentially present, Were, by a vote of the
Council, the Church and the Pastor elect concurting therein,
invited to take a seat with the council. The council then pro-
ceeded to hear an dccount of the doings of the Church & Society,
celative to their invitation to Vr. Chendler to settle with them
in the ministry, the provision made for his temporal support,
& of his acceptance of their proposals. Proper testirmonials
were also exhibited of the regular standing of Mr. Chandler in
the Church of Christ, and alse of his being duly licenged to.
preach the Gospel. An inquiry was then made of the Pastor
Tlect respecting his theological knowledge & experimental
acquaintance with the Gospel of Christ. The Council being
satisfied of the literary & religious gualifications of the Candidate,
voted unanimously to proceed to ordination, at the Meeting-
house tomorrow, at eleven o'clock A. M., and that the several
parts be performed as follows (viz.) The Rev. Nathan Waldo
make the introductory prayer; the Rev, Elijah Lyman, preach
the sermon; The Rev. Jonathan Hovey male the consecrating
prayer; The Rev. Messrs. Lyman, Hovey, Hobart & Nichols
impose hands; The Rev. James Flobart give the -charge; The
Rev. Ammi Nichols give the right hand of fellowship; The Rev.
Jonathan Hovey Jun. make the concluding prayer. The council
ihen voted to adjourn to this place tomorrow at & o'clock,
Feb. 7, 1830, Opened sccording to adjournment, and heard
2 sermon read by Mr. Chandler, the Pastor Elect. Voted that
the above be adopted as the true minutes of the proceedings of

this council.

Attest:
Chester Wright, Scribe.

Proceeded to the meeting-house agrecably to the vote of
the Council, where the several parts werg performed agreeably
to the above arrangements, & the Pastor elect thus duly ordained
Pastor of the Congregational Church & Society in Waitsfield,

Attest:
: Chester Wright, Scribe.

Rec'd for record April sth, 1810, & recorded April 19 1810

By Edmund Rice,
Town Clerk.
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exmt’i‘il;: did this churc?h enter upon a golden period of its
Amarizh Chandler was born in Deerfield, Mass., on October
27, 1782, the son of Moses and Persis (Harris) Chandler. His
father was born in Lancaster, Mass., but moved early to.Deerw
field, where he ran a small store and was keeper of the ferry at
Pine ﬁill. He also saw service during the last French V}\,Ta.r '
An'}anah was the youngest child, ‘and in early life was ra.ther.
c}ehca'te, but while a mere vouth he became convinced from
~ listening to stories of the hardship and suffering of the easl
setilers and the soldiers in the early wars, that o fit himsel);
to become a soldier he must accustom himself to hardship and
Privation. To this end he dressed thinly, slept on the Pﬂoor
in barns, or even on the ground, went barefooted until the:
ground was frozen, and induiged in hard manual labor, uniil
21l this became a fixed principle in his life.  pu
child he became a large and robust man.
; Prom an early age he had dedicated himself to the ministr
and for that reason declined an appointment to West Poin{;,
After fitting for college he sought the Universify of Vermonf;
on foot, with all his worldly belongings tied in a handkerchief
;?ﬂuenced in his choice®of a college, no doubt, by the fact thail:
h1s olde:st sister, Persis, the wife of Daniel Wilcier ‘was a resident
of Burlington. Entering as a junidr in r8og h,e graduated in
-iﬁ:jl a.r(;d at once applied himself to theological studies under
e guidance of Rev. pr. Theophilus Packard of Shelburne,
ass., to which town his parents had removed while he was a
d. In November, 1808, he was ordained as a Congregational

Thus from a puny

gl_n:lan,‘ whom .they had watched almogt from boyhood
sce.d I:nm ar_ld his young wife to settle among them Fron;
ginning .hls was a sure hand upon the helm. .A born
Vidgca:; rlr? truth the Shepherd of his flock, and wrought
o zﬁg them. Nothinfg more eloquently proclaims
o peaceful routine of the records during
""h‘aft":d e Of. tWeI'lty years when coupled with

: _‘Pnng this period the Churck quadrupled in
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The minister’'s small salary compelled him to gke out a
tice that he followed

living by the cultivation of a farm, a prac
until he was more than eighty years of age, and during a portion
of the time he taught school in the Northeast District, to which
section he removed after the sale of his river farm in 182:. His
habit of going barefooted clung to him through life, and gave
tise to many amusing incidents far more embarrassing to others

thazn to bimself.

Tt is said that it was his cust
church with his boots under his arm, until he came to a moun-
tain stream near the meeting-house, where feet were washed
and boots pulled on. In 1824 he preached the election sermoi
before the General Assembly of V ermont, and went to Montpelier
on foot. Tradition has it that he presented himself at his hotel
barefooted, and was made the butt of many jokes by men who
were next day confounded by his able discourse..

On June 25, 1829, Mr. Chandler signified his desire to dis-
solve his connection with the Church, and gave the six months’

notice required by the terms of his settlement, this action being

dictated by the belief, which in later years he knew to be un-
sable ‘for both parties. On

founded, that a change was advi
July g, 1829, the Qociéty “‘reluctantly” accepted his notice,
and on Pebruary 3, 1830, he was dismissed.

After his removal from Waitsfield he supplied at Hardwick,
Vt., for about two years, and on October 25, 1832, Was settled
as pastor of the Tirst Church in Greenfield, Mass. Here he
d until his death, October 20, 1864, although after
v he bhad an assistant. In 1846 his
degree of Doctor of Divinity, and in
of her semi-centennial. In 1853 he
sachusetts Constitutional Convention.

om to walk barefooted to

remaine
reaching the age of eight
Alma Mater gave him the
1834 he was the chaplain
was a member of the Mas

CHAPTER X.

BCCLESIASTICAL—CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
AND SOCIETY, 1830-19C8.

For several years af{ter the departure of Mr. Chandler the
pastorate of this church fell to men whose stay was short, and
Who-_. made no lasting impression either upon church or )com-
_muz'uty. The growth of other denominations and the dissent
- d}1nng the last years of Mr. Chandler’s service, of near] :
. e;ghty members of the Society, due to hostility togtaxation .ail
; & means of raising funds and to-a growing interest in the liberal
doctrines of Universalism, left the organization in a condition
ill fitted to bear the loss of his guiding and strengthening hand

- These trials and added burdens served but tor bring oui;
the Izlitent force and strength of character that had been de-
?*elopmg for twenty years. There was a girding up of loins
among ?he strong men and women left within ihe fold, and
from f:hls time we see a church turning, with increasing, con-
ﬁdence, to the guidance of its lay members and relying in ever
-grl_.a.ter measure upon their strength. No pastor since Mr
Handler has enjoyed the supreme headship that he enjo ed.
because of lack of ability, and not wholly because i‘)fythe;
dency of the modern church to place the pastor in the position
orker rather than dictator, but in large measure because
necessary taking up of the burdea during those earlier

3{2 Hle.summe_r of 1830 the meeting-house was repaired and
) _.preach.mg had during the remainder of the year.
‘supplies were Rev. John A, Hempstead and Rev.

His ‘stay was not prolonged, and in 1832-3 and
ev. Joseph Marsh was acting pastor. He was
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